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TIAA-CREF TO ADOPT UNISEX ACTUARIAL TABLES
The Teachers Insurance Annuity
Association and the College
Retirement Equities Fund (TIAACREF) have announced plans to
comply with a recent Supreme
Court ruling on sex
discrimination in pension
plans. The court ruled in
August that employers cannot
offer pension plans which pay
smaller monthly retirement
benefits to women than to men.
Insurance companies, including
TIAA-CREF, have traditionally
used sex-segregated actuarial
tables, with lower monthly
benefits for women based on data
showing they are likely to live
longer, and thus collect
benefits longer, than men.
Under the Supreme Court
ruling, which covers all
employer-sponsored pension plans
nationwide, employers'
contributions to retirement
plans must be calculated without
regard to the sex of the
beneficiary. The ruling applies·
only to benefits based on
contributions made after August
1, 1983. TIAA-CREF has said
that ft will follow "unisex" or
"merged-gender" mortality tables
in the future.
Although the court ruling was
not retroactive, other pending
court cases, as well as
proposals for Congressional
action, could affect the
retroactivity issue, according
to Tom Butcher, assistant to the
personnel officer at GVSC. GVSC
employees have been receiving
information from TIAA-CREF and
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will continue to be informed

about new developments, Butcher
said.
WHAT THE UNISEX PENSION COURT
RULING MEANS
According to a recent issue of
U.S. News and World Report, the
Supreme Court's decision would
have the following effect on
pension terms under the -Arizona
plan at issue in the court case:
--Before the justices ruled:
A woman received $320 a month,
or a total of $72,960 if she
lived from retirement at age 65
to her sex's average l i-fe
expectancy of 84.

A man received $354 a month,
or $61,596 if he lived to his
sex's average life expectancy of
79.5.
If both lived to age 75, a
woman would collect a total of
$38,400, or $4,080 less than a
man.
--Under the court's ruling:
If women and men each received
$337 a month, a woman would get
a total of $76,836 if she lived
to average life expectancy, and
a man would receive a total of
$58,638 if he lived to average
life expectancy.
If both died at age 75, both
would collect the same amount.

NEWS FROM THE PHYSICAL PLANT
ENERGY COSTS UP
Grand Valley's utility costs
continue to be considerably
higher than last year, with gas
up 19 percent and electricity up
10 percent. Total energy costs
for August were up $112,237, or
18 percent.
Grand Valley's energy costs
exceed $100,000 each month,
according to Purl Cobb, director
of utilities and repairs.
Heating and cooling in each
campus building are controlled
manually during the change in
seasons, in order to save energy
expenses, Cobb says.
Cooling campus facilities on a
normal sunmer day requires as
much energy as heating buildings
when the outside temperature is
at zero, Thom Peterson, adjunct
project coordinat r for the
Physical Plant Department,
reports.

Grand Valley's utility costs
have risen from 3 to nearly 4.5
percent of the institution's
total budget during the past
five years, according to
Peterson, who says the increase
represents a 48 percent increase
-in the share of college funds
used for energy expenditures.
"Put another way," says
Peterson, "while total current
funds have risen 26 percent
since the 1977-78 fiscal year,
utility costs have risen 87
percent."
The Physical Plant has
established a goal of a 5
percent reduction in energy
consumption for the current
year, according to Peterson, who
is asking faculty and staff
members to share their ideas for
savin~ energy with the Physical
Plants Energy Office, ext.
3255.
(Continued on page 3)

ACROSS CAMPUS
HOUSING FILLED TO CAPACITY
Combined on-campus housing
occupancy for the fall semester
is at 102 percent, according to
Housing Director Robert Byrd.
Copeland House is at 104
percent, Kistler -and Robinson
Houses are at 103 percent, and
Ravine Apartments are at 97
percent. Last year's combined
on-campus occupancy was 80

percent, about 250 fewer
students than this year.
WGVC MEMBERSHIP DRIVE TOPS LAST
YEAR'S IN PARTICIPATION AND
DOLLARS
Channel 35's seven-day
September membership drive
raised $141,418 from 1,957
telephon pledges. Programs
drawing the most response from
(Continued on page 2) _
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ACROSS CAMPUS
(Continued from page 1)
viewers were "Sesame Street,"
several Leo Buscaglia specials,
and National Geographic
specials, according to Thomas
Hurley, manager of public
support for the station. WGVC's
first local documentary
production in several years, on
the Chicago-Mackinac yacht race,
accounted for $1,800 in pledges.
Last September's five-day
drive raised $86,783 from 1,540
pledges.

Events Bulletin prepared by the
Academic Resource Center. The
bulletins are posted at several
locations around the campus, in
plastic display cases labelled
"Daily Events." There is no
mass distribution of the
publication.
Persons seeking more
information about the bulletin
should call the Academic
Resource Center, ext. 3588, or
the Student Advising Center,
ext. 3449.

CHANNEL 35 EARNS NATIONAL
MEMBERSHIP AWARD
WGVC-TV has received a 1983
Membership Achievement Award,
acknowledging the station's
substantial increase in
membership revenues during the
past year, from the Public
Broadcasting Service. PBS
President Lawrence Grossman
presented the award to WGVC
Public Support Manager Thomas
Hurley at the recent PBS
development conference in
Ari zona . The award will be
displayed in the WGVC lobby.
Channel 35's membership income
grew from $827,000 in 1982 to
$1.1 million i n the 1983 fiscal
year, an increase significantly
higher than the national average
for public broadcasting
stations.

MED+CENTER MEMBERSHIPS NOW
AVAILABLE FOR FACULTY AND STAFF
All Grand Valley employes are
now eligible for membership in
the Med+Center Health Plan,
which was previously available
only to students. The advantage
of the plan, according to Health
Services Director Harvey J. De
Maagd, is that ft includes
"fi rst dollar" coverage of
medical expenses, which defray
medical costs while participants
are still accumulating medical
bills to meet the $75 deductible
requirement of the GVSC employee
benefit health plan .
The $18 enrollment fee for the
plan applies not only to basic
office charges ·at the Med+Center
located in the Field House, but
also returns $23 in services at
the Med-Center in Jenison. The
center in Jenison offers
staffing by a medical doctor and
registered nurse and x-ray
service until midnight seven
days a week.
·
Further information is
available from the Med+Center,
ext. 3280.

FACULTY HANDBOOK BEING DRAFTED
The Personnel Policy Task
Force of the All-College
Academic Senate is drafting a
faculty handbook. The task
force is soliciting conments and
suggestions on the handbook from
faculty members
The All-College Academic
Senate has asked its Personnel
Policy Task Force, chaired by
Jacquie Johnson, to draft a
faculty handbook . The task
force is asking faculty members
for their suggestions and
conments on the handbook.
C0111T1ents should be sent to Jim
Sanford, 242 Lake Huron Hall, by
October 15.
ACADEMIC RESOURCE CENTER
PUBLISHING DAILY BULLETIN
Notices of events and meetings
and announcements of interest to
the campus conmunity are among
the items included in a Daily

GYMNASTICS ROOM HOURS ANNOUNCED
The Gymnastics Room in the
Field House is open for
participation or spectators from
6-7 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays,
6-8 p.m. Fridays, and 2-4 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays. For more
information, call the Field
House, ext. 3100 .or 3313.
VISITATION DAY ATTRACTS HUNDREDS
OF HIGH SCHOOLERS
Nearly 600 high school
students from throughout
Michigan participated in a
Student Visitati on Day held
September 23 . The student

attended classes, toured campus
facilities, participated in
special workshops, and used the
Field House.
The number of students
participating in the event this
year was up 13 percent from last
year, when GVSC offered its
first fall visitation day, as
well as its regular spring
visitation. GVSC is the only
state-supported college in
Michigan which has a fall
visitation, according to Nancy
Miller, assistant director of
admissions for recruiting.
BOOKSTORE OFFERING IBM AND APPLE
COMPUTERS
Grand Valley has selected the
IBM-PC and Apple Ile as
"official" personal computers
for campus use. The Main Deck
Bookstore is offering the two
systems to faculty, staff,
students and alumni at
discounted prices. Orders are
being taken now, with delivery
expected to begin in midOctober. For more information,
call the Bookstore, ext. 3374.

COM ING EVENTS
SEVEN LUNCHBREAK PROGRAMS
SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER
Music, theatre, and dance
presentations will be featured
in seven free Lunchbreak
perfor,m(ln,ces J;o be offered at
Grand Valley during October.
Pianist Teresa Walters will open
the month's events with a
Monday, October 3, concert
including works of Haydn,
Schubert, Chopin and Prokof i eff .
The Philadelphia-based
Chestnut Brass Quintet will
offer an hour of music ranging
from Elizabethan to ragtime on
Wednesday, October 5. The
Oxford Chamber Theatre will draw
on scenes by Chekhov, Congreve,
Coward, Wilde, Shakespeare,
Ibsen and Strindberg in "Wooing,
Wedding and Repenting," to be
presented on Thursday, October
13. The progressive jazz of the
James Tatum Trio Plus, an avante
garde troupe from Detroit, will
be heard on Friday, October 14.
Classical guitarist Douglas
Ni edt wi l l perform the mu si c of
(Cont i nued on p~ge 3)
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FACULTY AND STAFF SKETCHES
Theodore Berland, associate
professor of con111unications, is
the author of "Eating Well,
Looking Fit, Feeling Better," a
special supplement to the
September 19 issue of TIME
magazine.
-"A Cognitive Analysis of
Preference for Field and Forest
Environment," by Associate
Professor of Psychology Thomas
Herzog, has been accepted by
publication by the British
journal Landscape Research.
Psychology Professor James
Lundy was recently quoted in two
articles in the national
newspaper, USA Today. The
articles we~a cover story
entitled "Are the '80s the Death
of Romance?" and "Feeling
Bored? Widen Your Horizons."
Lundy and Richard Paschke,
also a psychology professor,
offered presentations at the
October 1 Planned Parenthood
Conference on "Men and
Sexuality," held at GVSC. Lundy
led a workshop session on
"Sexual Dysfunctions: Causes
and Cures," and Paschke offered
a slide-talk presentation on
"The Sociobiology of Male
Sexuality."
Anne Rancourt, associate
professor of physical education,
recently presented two lectures
on leisure education for the
Wellness Center in Grand Rapids.
Laura Salazar, associate
professor of theatre, presented
a paper entitled "American
Children at Broadway Plays,
-1900-1910," at recent American
Theatre Association conference
in Minneapolis. The conference
was held in conjunction with an
ATA invitational directing
workshop at -which Salazar was a
participant. At the workshop,
Marshall Mason, Broadway
interpreter for Lanford Wilson,
demonstrated his directing
process and critiqued
participants' work.
Fanners can predict the
development and yield for their
corn crops with the aid of a new
microcomputer program developed
recently by Chemistry Professor
Melvin L. Northup. The program
uses data such as the date and
depth of planting, as well as

air and soil temperatures, to
predict developmental stages of
the crop.
The program can tell fanners
not only when their crops will
be ready to harvest, but also
when the seedlings will emerge
from the ground, when the corn
will tassel, when it will
mature, how much grain it will
yield, and when it will need
nitrogen.

Northup's computer program is
the result of several years of
research on acreage near the
GVSC campus. The program uses
average temperatures from the
past 30 years as a part of its
primary data.
Northup presented a paper on
his research at the recent
annual meeting of the American
Society of Agronomy in ,
Washington, D.C.

COMING EVENTS
(Continued from page 2)
Villa-Lobos, Tarrega, Bach and
others in a Wednesday, October
19, concert. The Double Wind
Trio, with piano, oboe, and
bassoon, will present works from
the Baroque through the modern
era in a Lunchbreak Series
perfonnance on Tuesday, October
25. Cincinnati's Contemporary
Dance Theatre will offer the
final Lunchbreak perfonnance of
the month on Thursday, October
27.
All Lunchbreak perfonnances
free. They are offered at noon,
usually in the Calder Fine Arts
Center.
AEROBICS CLASS BEGINS OCTOBER 5
The Field House Gymnastics
Room will be the site for a new
eleven-week aerobic workout
class for men and women, offered
by Jackie Sorenson's Aerobic
Dancing, Inc. beginning
Wednesday, October 5. The
class, which will be held from
5-6 p.m. Wednesdays, will run
through December 14.
The fee for the class will be
$3 per class session, eight
sessions for $20, or ten
sessions for $25. A 50 percent
discount is available for paid
Field House members who purchase
the 8- or 10-ticket package.
Interested persons may
register at the first class or
by calling Aerobics, Inc. at
454-7928.
SINGER JILL HOLLY TO PERFORM IN
CONCERT
Jill Holly, a Minnesota
songwriter, vocalist, pianist
and guitarist, will perfonn at
Grand Valley on Thursday,
_
October 6. Holly has appeared
on dozens of Midwest campuses
over the past three years. She
has released a single, "This
Lady Do," and is currently
completing her first album.

The concert will be held at 8
p.m.in Kirkhof Center.
Admission will be free for
students and $1 for others.

NEWS FROM THE PHYSICAL PLANT
(Continued from page l)
TWO REROOFING PROJECTS UNDERWAY
Lake Superior Hall and Loutit
Hall of Science are being
reroofed with funding from a
State Special Maintenance
appropriation. The Lake
Superior project is in progress;
Loutit is slated to begin
October 10.
KIRKHOF CENTER CHANGES IN
PROGRESS
The lower level of Kirkhof
Center is currently being
remodelled, changing a space
previously used for small
theatre productions to a media
production studio.
YOUTH CORPS PROGRAM COMPLETED
A Michigan Youth Corps program
conducted on campus during the
sun111er was responsible for the
completion of many grounds
improvement projects which
couldn't have been attempted
without the program, according
to Daun C. Slather, director of
housekeeping and grounds. Those
involved in the program included
Art Hills, executive assistant
to the president; Personnel
Office staff; Youth Corps
Supervisor Bill Newhouse; and
the young people employed in the
program. In addition to work
experience, the employees
received counseling from Grand
Valley's Placement Services
Office, as well as an
opportunity to tour private
businesses and to interview for
pennanent jobs. Several have
already been offered positions
through the program, Slather
said.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, October 3
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Pianist Teresa Walters.
Center.
4 p.m.: Soccer. GVSC at Grace Bible.

Calder Fine Arts

Tuesday, October 4
10 a.m.: Lecture. Jan Hendrik Lubbers, Netherlands Ambassador to the
United States, on "Transatlantic Relationships." Room 174, Lake
Superi o,r Ha 11 .
11 a.m . -5 p.m.: Art exhibit. Illustrated Artists' Books. Handset
typography, handmade bindings and original illustrations by twenty
artists from throughout the United States. Kirkhof Center Gallery.
6:30 p.m.: Volleyball. GVSC at Hillsdale College.
Wednesday, October 5
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit. See Tuesday, October 4, for details.
12 noon: Lunchbreak Series. Chestnut Brass Company, brass quintet.
Calder Fine Arts Center.
Thursday, October 6
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit. See Tuesday, October 4, for details.
4 p.m.: Soccer. GVSC at Grand Rapids School of Bible and Music.
7 p.m.: Volleyball. Northern Michigan at GVSC.
8 p.m.: Concert. Jill Holly, Minnesota songwriter and vocalist.
General admission, $1; students free. Kirkhof Center.
Friday, October 7
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit. See Tuesday, October 4, for details.
3 p.m.: Cross Country. GVSC at Notre Dame Invitational.
Saturday, October 8
8:30 a.m . : Family Day. A day of activities for families of GVSC
students, faculty and staff. (See September 26 Forum.)
1:30 p.m .: Football. Ferris State at GVSC.
2 p.m.: Soccer. GVSC at Western Michigan University.
4:30 p.m:: Volleyball. Saginaw Valley at GVSC.
Sunday, October 9
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Kistler Pit. (Coffee at 10 a.m.)
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass. Corrmons Deli.
Monday, October 10
12 noon: Lunchbreak Series -- Chestnut Bress Company, brass quintet.
Free. Calder Fine Arts Center.
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